
                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope of Peace ~ Pope Saint Miltiades 

 The Thirty-Second Pope 
 

Pope Miltiades (also known as Melchiades) served as pope during a time of peace that followed Emperor Constantine’s end to the persecution of 

Christians in the Roman Empire.  How significant for Miltiades, as African pope, to occupy the papacy at this time.  One of the problems he did have 

to deal with, however, was the split caused by the Donatist (led by Donatus, who taught that sacraments performed by lapsed priests needed to be 

redone).  This split proved to be a major issue in the African church due to changes leveled  against Caecilian, the new bishop of Carthage (in 

present-day Tunisia). 
 

The Donatist, convinced they were right, intensely argued for new sacraments.  Their positions caused quite the stir, as now the church needed to 

address whether grace, once issued, can be taken back.  The Donatists believed that grace were never given, since sinful priests made the 

sacraments invalid.  It was as if the sacraments never took place—all empty gestures, as far as they were concerned. 
 

Miltiades answered this dilemma by ruling that all sacraments were valid and could not be redone and that the worthiness of a priest was not an 

issue. 
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