
                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father Augustus Tolton – Priest 
Holy Endurance 

 

How would you feel if everyone knew who you were and your presence sometimes elicited a negative response?  What would it be like to truly be 

alone with frustrations that no one seemed to care about?  How would you exist?  If you were donned with the title “The most conspicuous Man in 

America,” how would you feel?  This was the world of Father Augustus Tolton, the first African American priest in the United States. 
 

Because of constant rejections by the seminaries in the United States, Augustus entered Urban College in Rome to prepare for the priesthood.  

Originally, he was preparing for African missions, but this plan was altered.  Here is one of his favorite quotes regarding this plan. “I heard the 

words of St. John “prepare the ways of the Lord” and God gave me the strength to persevere…I rejoiced when I heard that I was to be sent to 

America.  God is over us all, and has many blessings for men of every race…It was said that I would be the only priest of my race in America and 

would not be likely to succeed.  All at once Cardinal Simoni said “American has been called the most enlightened nation; we will see if it deserves 

that honor.  If America has never seen a black priest, it has to see one now.” 
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