
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Augustine was born in Tagaste, Near Constantine, in what is now Algeria and spent thirty-five years as bishop of Hippo, a North 

African port.  He is best remembered for his restless, probing mind and his writings, which include a defense of the emerging Catholic 

faith, a profound exploration of the religious aspects of the human personality, and an all-encompassing Christian doctrine of 

creation.  Below is a prayer of St. Augustine 
 

“Thou madest us for thyself and our heart is restless until it rests in thee.  Grant me, Lord, to know and understand which is first – to 

call on thee or to praise thee.  And again, to know thee or to call on thee.  For who can call on thee, not knowing thee? For he that 

knoweth thee may not call on thee as other than thou art.  Or is it better that we call on thee that we may know thee? 
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