
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Anne-Marie Javouhey- Founder, Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny 
Missionary to Africa, 1779 - 1851 

 

 Possessed of strong determination, a superb organizer, and an inspirational pastor, Mother (later Saint) Anne-Marie Javouhey earned a 

lasting place in church history for her opposition to slavery, for founding the missionary order of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny and 

for being responsible for the early ordination of African Roman Catholic priest.  Being a strong-willed, successful woman, she raised 

the ire of bishops who found her a threat. 

 

Anne-Marie Jovouhey was born in a devout farm family shortly before the French Revolution and grew up in the tumultuous and often 

anti-Christian setting of Napoleonic France.  In 1812 she and eight companions acquired a house in Cluny, in their fledging order took 

the name of the Sisters of St. Joseph Cluny, the sisters were responsible for the revival of missionary life in parts of the French 

overseas empire, especially in Africa 

 
AFRICAN SAINTS: Saints, Martyrs, and Holy People from the Continent of Africa – Frederick Quinn. 
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