
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Desert People 
c. 250 - 500 

 

The desert has a special place in Christian spirituality.  There was desert land not far from the holy city of Jerusalem and only a short 

distance from the Galilean countryside as well.  A place to which Jesus and his followers frequently withdrew, it was also the site 

where John the Baptist, last in the line of great prophets, appeared to herald the Messiah’s presence, citing another desert prophet, 

Isaiah, who had proclaimed: “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his path straight.’” 
 

Jesus may have spent years of preparation for his ministry in a desert monastery, and just before his tumultuous final three years of 

public ministry, he was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, where the Devil offered him tangible power and influence if he would 

abandon his messianic role, Jesus, alone in the desert, rejected the offer.  “Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and 

waited on him”(Matt 5:6.) 
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