
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saints and Holy People of African Descent ~ St. Pantaenus – (c. 140-c.200) 
Head of the catechetical school of Alexandria, Egypt 

 

 Pantaenus (c. 140-c.200 A.D.) is remembered for having improved significantly the reputation 
of the Alexandrian catechetical school that he headed in approximately 180.  Little else is 
known about this great educator.  None of his works are extant.  Some reputable sources claim 
that he may have been born at Sicily rather than Alexandria. 
 

One of Pantaenus’s students, St. Clement of Alexandria, wrote glowingly of his teacher.  The 
historian Eusebius describes Pantaenus as a man of “great learning, ardent and zealous in the 
preaching of the word.”  St. Jerome reported that Pantaenus was a missionary, perhaps either 
to India, Southern Arabia, Yemen, or Ethiopia.  It seems that the people to whom he ministered 
had already received St. Matthew’s Gospel from the apostle St. Bartholomew. 
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