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The Energetic Saint – Pope Saint Gelasius I 

The 49th Pope 

 
Saint Gelasius was certainly a busy pope.  He is one of the three African pope in the early church. At the time of his papacy he was 

second only to Leo I in terms of his papal activities.  Additionally, Gelasius inherited the Acacian schism as he ascended the 

papacy in the year 492.  This split involved the patriarch Acacius of Constantinople who appointed Monophysite bishops 
(believing that Christ’s humanity was swallowed up by his divinity).  These new bishops did not support the Catholic doctrine that 

Jesus was fully human and fully divine. 

 
The bishops’ appointment was unacceptable to Gelasius.  He continued to argue this issue even after Acacius died, at which time 

Gelasius’s insisted that Acacius’s name be erased from the public records of the respected dead.  Gelasius insistence and the new 

patriarch’s refusal ushered in a new debate for this pope.  He was now faced with a disagreement between church and state. 
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