
                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Isidore of Alexandria 
Place: Nitrian Desert and Alexandria, Egypt 

 

As a young man, Isidore of Alexandria (319-404) dedicated his life to God.  Having distributed to the poor the great wealth that he had inherited 

from his family, he wandered into the Nitrian desert to practice the ascetical life.  There he met the great bishop St. Athanasius.  The two developed a 

master-disciple relationship.  Eventually, Athanasius ordained the hermit and took him to Rome in 341.  Returning to Alexandria, Isidore labored in 

the city’s hospital and eventually became its chief administrator, spending most of his life in that position. 
 

At age eighty, Isidore encountered a series of “persecutions, misrepresentations and troubles of every description.”  Both the acrimonious St. 

Jerome and overbearing Bishop Theophilus accused Isidore of having sided with Origen, who had gained notoriety for his self-castration, for his 

preaching without having been ordained, and, later, for his being ordained in another diocese without having sought or received permission from his 

local bishop at Alexandria.  Jerome harshly criticized Isidore and Theophilus, who earlier had befriended and defended Isidore, excommunicated 

him. 
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