
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Venerable Pierre Toussaint 
Slave, Hairdresser & Universal Philanthropist 

 

Pierre Toussaint’s life really is a remarkable one that leaves you saying, “That’s incredible.” It is hard to believe that a man would 

remain enslaved just because his widowed owner needed him.  It is also a stretch to understand how one man could endure racial 

indignities, even in his church, yet continue to nurture his Catholic spirit of philanthropy and good will.  How does such a person 

manage to remain positive amid every obstacle and emerge as a pillar of courage and strength both for his oppressors and 

supporters?  These were the remarkable aspects of Pierre Toussaint’s life. 
 

Toussaint was born into slavery in Haiti around 1766.  He was reared by his mother and grandmother, both Catholic women who 

passed the faith on to Pierre and his sister, Rosalie.  In addition to religious matters, Pierre also knew how to read, write and play the 

violin.  His master insisted that Pierre receive a good education, as he planned that Pierre would be a tutor for his own children. 

When a revolution broke out in Haiti, Pierre’s owner, Jean Berard, moved his family and slaves to New York City.   
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